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Build community capacity to resolve issues;

Create opportunities for interaction among citizens,

businesses and agencies;

Build common ground by consensus process;

Facilitate timely collection and dissemination of

information;

Enhance the understanding of cumulative effects of land

management practices; and

Develop and support responsible resource stewardship

programs.

OUR MISSION:
The mission of the Clearwater Resource Council is to engage

the community and facilitate efforts that will enhance,

conserve, sustain, and protect the natural resources and rural

lifestyle of the Clearwater Watershed for present and future

generations.
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S U M M E R  O F  F U E L S

T h i s  s u m m e r  i s  s h a p i n g  u p  t o  b e  a  b u s y  t i m e  f o r  t h e  f u e l s  m i t i g a t i o n

s t a f f  a t  C R C !  W e  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p l a n n i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t s ,  s o  s t a y  t u n e d  f o r  u p c o m i n g  d e t a i l s .

C R C  h a s  b e e n  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  m u l t i p l e  H o m e o w n e r  A s s o c i a t i o n

M e e t i n g s  f o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  f u e l

r e d u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  H o m e o w n e r s  o n  B i g  S k y  L a k e  ( B S L )  c a m e  t o g e t h e r

l a s t  s u m m e r  t o  w o r k  w i t h  C R C  o n  a n  u n i q u e  p r o j e c t  t h a t ,  u p o n

c o m p l e t i o n ,  w i l l  p r o t e c t  u p  t o  5 0  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  B S L  c o m m u n i t y !  A s

t h i s  e x c i t i n g  p r o j e c t  p r o g r e s s e s  w e  w i l l  k e e p  o u r  w e b s i t e  u p d a t e d .  C R C

l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d

r e s i l i e n c y  o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  i n  o u r  w a t e r s h e d .

D e a r  C R C  m e m b e r s ,

A s  o u r  d a y s  c o n t i n u e  t o  g e t  l o n g e r  a n d  w a r m e r ,  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o

b e g i n  o u r  n e w  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m s ,  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  c o r e

w o r k  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  t h e  C R C  m i s s i o n .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  o u r

v i r t u a l  o f f i c e  p r o t o c o l s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  b u s t l i n g  s t a f f

m e e t i n g s  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u s y  s u m m e r

s e a s o n .  

W i t h  s u m m e r  c o m e s  f i e l d  w o r k ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  f u n .  C R C  s t a f f  h a v e

a l r e a d y  b e g u n  m o n i t o r i n g  e f f o r t s  o n  t h e  l a k e s  a n d  s t r e a m s  i n  t h e

C l e a r w a t e r  V a l l e y .  O u r  c a l e n d a r  i s  m a r k e d  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y

e v e n t s ,  v o l u n t e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  c e l e b r a t i o n s .

S u n s h i n e  h a s  s u p p l i e d  e n e r g y ,  w h i l e  r a i n  h a s  b r o u g h t  r e n e w a l .

T h i s  u p c o m i n g  s e a s o n  h a s  a  l o t  t o  o f f e r ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  y o u  j o i n  u s

a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  w h a t  w e  l o v e ,  i n  a  p l a c e  w e  l o v e .  H a p p y

S u m m e r  f r o m  C R C !
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S E A S O N A L  U P D A T E
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C R C  a l s o  p l a n s  t o  m e e t  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a k e h o l d e r  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e

c o l l a b o r a t i v e  f u e l s  m i t i g a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  C R C ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  S e e l e y  L a k e  R a n g e r

D i s t r i c t ,  w i l l  h o s t  a  t o u r  o f  t r e a t e d  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  D o u b l e  A r r o w .  A l s o  k e e p  a n  e y e  o u t  f o r  o u r  C R C

b o o t h  a t  t h e  L o o n  a n d  F i s h  F e s t i v a l  t h i s  A u g u s t ,  a n d  f o r  C R C ’ s  C a m p f i r e  a n d  N a t u r e  W a l k  S e r i e s  ( s e e

b e l o w ) .

C R C  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  w i l d f i r e  p r e p a r e d n e s s  s i t e  v i s i t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s u m m e r ,  s o  i f  y o u  a r e

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  f r e e  h o m e  a s s e s s m e n t  w i t h  a  C R C  a n d / o r  D N R C  e m p l o y e e ,  c o n t a c t  J u l i a  S c h w a g e r  a t

j u l i a . s c h w a g @ g m a i l . c o m .

mailto:julia.schwag@gmail.com


U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  b o t a n i s t ,  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  g u i d e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t e r .  A t t e n d a n c e  w i l l  b e

l i m i t e d  t o  2 0  p e o p l e ,  s o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  o u r  w e b s i t e  ( c r c m t . o r g )  i s  r e q u i r e d .  A  t h i r d

g u i d e d  N a t u r e  W a l k  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  f o r e s t  e c o l o g y  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  l a r c h

t r e e s  i n  o u r  l o c a l  f o r e s t s .

T h e  s e c o n d  n e w  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m  i s  o u r  C a m p f i r e  S e r i e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e

k i c k e d  o f f  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  J u n e  1 0  a t  7 : 0 0  p . m .  a t  t h e  P l a c i d  L a k e  S t a t e  P a r k  C a m p g r o u n d .

C R C  s t a f f  m e m b e r  H e i d i  S e d i v y  w i l l  b e  g i v i n g  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  a q u a t i c  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s

( A I S ) .  S h e  w i l l  r e v i e w  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  C l e a n ,  D r a i n ,  D r y  p r o t o c o l s ,  a n d  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e

l e s s e r - k n o w n  w a y s  h u m a n s  s p r e a d  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s :  t h e  p e t  t r a d e ,  l i v e  b a i t ,

h o r t i c u l t u r e / d e c o r a t i n g ,  e t c .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  f e a t u r e  D e b  T i r m e n s t e i n  a n d  h e r

t w o  A I S  d e t e c t i o n  d o g s  R o s e b u d  a n d  I s m a y .  T h e  d o g s  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  l i v e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f

t h e i r  m u s s e l  d e t e c t i o n  s k i l l s .  T h i s  e v e n t  i s  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  f a m i l i e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d

t o  a t t e n d .

T w o  m o r e  C a m p f i r e  T a l k s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t h r o u g h o u t  S u m m e r  2 0 2 1 :  o n e  i n  J u l y  o n  f u e l s

m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  o n e  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o n  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  b e a v e r s  i n  a q u a t i c  s y s t e m s .  S t a y  t u n e d

f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s !
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G R O W T H  O F  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
O U T R E A C H  P R O G R A M S

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  t w o  n e w  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d

o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  b o r n  w i t h i n  C R C .  T h e

f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  o u r  g u i d e d  N a t u r e  W a l k  S e r i e s .  I n

M a r c h ,  a  g u i d e d  s n o w s h o e  w a l k  t o o k  p l a c e

e d u c a t i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o n  a n i m a l  t r a c k i n g  a n d

w i n t e r  e c o l o g y .  T h e  e v e n t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s ,

w i t h  1 7  a t t e n d e e s .  T h e  s e c o n d  e v e n t  w i t h i n  t h i s

s e r i e s  w i l l  b e  a  g u i d e d  w i l d f l o w e r  w a l k  t a k i n g

p l a c e  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  1 9 .  S t e v e  S h e l l y ,  r e t i r e d
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C R C ’ s  f i r s t  r o u n d  o f  l a k e  m o n i t o r i n g  f o r  t h e  s p r i n g

s e a s o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s  o f  M a y .

T h i s  y e a r ,  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  m o n i t o r i n g  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n

t h e  6  m a j o r  l a k e s  i n  t h e  V a l l e y :  A l v a ,  I n e z ,  S e e l e y ,

P l a c i d ,  B i g  S k y ,  a n d  S a l m o n .  O u r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y

m o n i t o r i n g  i n c l u d e s  c o l l e c t i n g  s u r f a c e  a n d  d e e p  w a t e r

s a m p l e s  f o r  l a b  a n a l y s i s  o f  n u t r i e n t s ,  d i s s o l v e d  o x y g e n ,

p H ,  c o n d u c t i v i t y ,  a l g a e ,  b a c t e r i a  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  d a t a .

T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t  n u t r i e n t  d a t a  w i l l

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  b e  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  a l l  l a k e s ,  a n d  t h i s

b a s e l i n e  d a t a  w i l l  b e  c r i t i c a l  i n  b e t t e r  i n f o r m i n g  f u t u r e

m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a k e  m o n i t o r i n g ,

C R C  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  s t r e a m  m o n i t o r i n g  o n  t h e

C l e a r w a t e r  R i v e r  a n d  M o r r e l l  C r e e k .

T o  s u p p l e m e n t  o u r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  m o n i t o r i n g  e f f o r t s ,

C R C  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  A q u a t i c  I n v a s i v e  S p e c i e s

( A I S )  m o n i t o r i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  s i x  l a k e s .  T h i s  m o n i t o r i n g

w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s  f r o m  J u l y  t o  S e p t e m b e r .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o u r  A I S  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  m o n i t o r  f o r  t h e

a b s e n c e / p r e s e n c e  o f  z e b r a  a n d  q u a g g a  m u s s e l  v e l i g e r s

( l a r v a e )  i n  t h e  l a k e s .  W h i l e  i n v a s i v e  m u s s e l s  h a v e  n o t

y e t  b r e a c h e d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d i v i d e ,  a s  o f  M a y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1 ,

M o n t a n a  F i s h ,  W i l d l i f e ,  a n d  P a r k s  h a d  s t o p p e d  2 1

m u s s e l - f o u l e d  b o a t s  a t  v a r i o u s  w a t e r c r a f t  i n s p e c t i o n

s t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  G i v e n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

f o u l e d  b o a t s  e n t e r i n g  M o n t a n a ,  c o n t i n u e d  v i g i l a n c e  i s

n e c e s s a r y  a s  i t  w o u l d  o n l y  t a k e  o n e  c o n t a m i n a t e d  b o a t

t o  i n f e c t  o u r  w a t e r s  h e r e  i n  t h e  C l e a r w a t e r  V a l l e y .

A f t e r  p r e v e n t i o n ,  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  a n d  r a p i d  r e s p o n s e  a r e

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n  t o  c o m b a t  t h e

i r r e v e r s i b l e  i m p a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  z e b r a  a n d  q u a g g a

m u s s e l s  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  I f  y o u  a r e  a  h o m e o w n e r  o n  a  l a k e

i n  t h e  C l e a r w a t e r  V a l l e y ,  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s i g n i n g  u p  t o

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  n e w  A I S  c i t i z e n  s c i e n c e  p r o j e c t .  C R C

h a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o v e r  3 0  s u b s t r a t e s  t o  b e  d e p l o y e d  i n

l o c a l  l a k e s  a s  a n  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  t o o l .  T h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,

m a d e  o f  p v c  p i p e s  a n d  r o p e ,  c a n  b e  h u n g  o f f  o n e ’ s  d o c k

a n d  o n l y  n e e d  t o  b e  c h e c k e d  o n c e  p e r  m o n t h .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  i n i t i a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  a

s i m p l e  d a t a  f o r m  t o  b e  f i l l e d  o u t  m o n t h l y  a n d  r e t u r n e d

t o  C R C  v i a  e m a i l  o r  f o r m s  c a n  b e  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e .

Q u e s t i o n s  c a n  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  A l i c i a  D i x o n  a t

c r c . w a t s h d . c o o r d @ c r c m t . o r g  o r  4 4 3 - 5 4 5 - 4 7 8 6 .  W e  h o p e

y o u  c o n s i d e r  v o l u n t e e r i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  o u r

w a t e r s !
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Staff Updates
T H A N K  Y O U ,  J O A N N

A f t e r  1 3  y e a r s  o f  d e d i c a t e d  w o r k  f o r  C R C ,

J o a n n  W a l l e n b u r n  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o  s t e p  d o w n

a n d  r e t i r e  f r o m  h e r  l o n g  t i m e  p o s i t i o n  a s

A q u a t i c s  D i r e c t o r .  J o a n n  h a s  l e d  a n d

f a c i l i t a t e d  a l l  o f  C R C ’ s  a q u a t i c s  p r o g r a m s ,

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  A d o p t - a - L a k e ,

A d o p t - a - S t r e a m ,  a n d  S t u d e n t s - i n - A c t i o n .

F r o m  c o l l e c t i n g  a n d  a n a l y z i n g  d a t a ,  t o

l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n  s c i e n c e  p r o g r a m s ,  t o

t e a c h i n g  l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  f r e s h w a t e r

s c i e n c e ,  J o a n n  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f

C R C .  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g

w i t h  J o a n n  a s  s h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i t h  o u r

A d o p t - a - L a k e  p r o g r a m  t h i s  s u m m e r .  T h a n k

y o u ,  J o a n n !

W E L C O M E ,  H A Y L I E

H a y l i e  B r o w n  i s  C R C ' s  n e w  A q u a t i c s

D i r e c t o r .  H a y l i e  h a s  h e r  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n

F l u v i a l  G e o m o r p h o l o g y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y

o f  N o r t h e r n  C o l o r a d o ;  a n d  b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e

i n  G e o s c i e n c e ,  w i t h  a  G e o g r a p h i c

I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m s  ( G I S )  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  f r o m

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a .  H a y l i e  h a s  l i v e d

i n  S e e l e y  L a k e  s i n c e  2 0 1 4 .

M e e t  K r i s t j a n ,  C R C ’ s  n e w  s u m m e r  i n t e r n !

K r i s t j a n  i s  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S t u d i e s

s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a  i n

M i s s o u l a .  H e  w i l l  b e  a i d i n g  i n  l a k e  a n d

s t r e a m  m o n i t o r i n g  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

s u m m e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w o r k i n g  o n  C R C ’ s

u p c o m i n g  p o l l i n a t o r  g a r d e n  p r o j e c t  a n d

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  A I S  o u t r e a c h .

W E L C O M E ,  K R I S T J A N

Want to get involved? CRC is lucky to have a wonderful set of volunteers who work with us each year.
There are many different volunteer opportunities, so if you would like to be a part of our team and join the
fun, please contact us at (443) 545-4786 or crc.watshd.coord@crcmt.org

Photo belongs to J. Wallenburn



CLEA RW A TER NEW S

Upcoming Events

7 pm @ Placid Lake Campground and Picnic Area (middle loop)

 June 10
Campfire Talk 1: Aquatic Invasive Species with Heidi Sedivy

P l e a s e  c h e c k  o u r  w e b s i t e  o r  c a l l  4 0 6 - 6 7 7 - 0 0 6 9  f o r  t h e  m o s t  u p  t o  d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Guided by Steve Shelly (retired USFS)

 June 19
Community Wildflower Walk

Volunteer Opportunity 

 July 10
Make the Dig Invasive Waterlily Removal Event

 July 15
Campfire Talk 2: Fuels Mitigation with Julia Schwager
7 pm @ local campground TBD

 July 31
Make the Cut Invasive Waterlily Removal Contest
Public Event 

 September 2
Campfire Talk 3: Beavers with Haylie Brown
7 pm @ local campground TBD

 August 20-21
Alpine Artisans, Inc.'s (AAI) Loon and Fish Art Show and Festival
Seeley Lake Community Foundation Building

CRC's Annual Meeting (open to public) and Volunteer Thank You Event

 August 26

crcmt.org
Clearwater Resource Council, P.O. Box 1471, Seeley Lake, MT 59868

Fundraiser, must RSVP to attend

 June 20
CRC's Summer Solstice Bluegrass Night

 July (dates TBD)
Double Arrow Ranch Landowners Association Tour and
Fuels Reduction Chipper Demo


