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Lake Elsina is located in Missoula County in Township 17N, Range 17W, Section 12, at elevation 
6293’.  It is surrounded entirely by U.S. Forest Service land.  There are two campsites on the 
east shore of the lake and no toilet facilities.  Access to the lake is across > 15 miles of US Forest 
Service Road that is in good condition, but narrow in places.  Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
boating regulations restrict use to manually powered or electric motored watercraft. 
 

  

  
 
The single inlet connects Lake Elsina with, what I call Upper Lake Elsina.  The outlet becomes 
the North Fork of Placid Creek and ultimately empties into Placid Lake. 

 
We first visited the lake on August 9th, to scout the access to the lake.  There were no 
watercraft on the lake.  The campgrounds nearest the access road and boat put-in were 
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occupied and there were several vehicles parked.  The trailhead to Lake Dinah is at Lake Elsina 
parking lot and is a popular hiking trail. 
 
We returned on September 26th, with our canoe, to collect samples and observe the aquatic 
vegetation.  There was a group of wall tents at the campsite by the parking lot that was 
occupied by an extended family group who were bow-hunting and hiking in the area.  We were 
the only watercraft on the lake during our entire visit. 
 
We launched the canoe on the eastern shore.  We first paddled to mid-lake and measured the 
Secchi depth.  The Secchi disk hit bottom and disappeared at 16’4”.  We moved a short distance 
away and hit bottom at 14’7”, so we feel the first measure was very near the deepest point of 
the lake.  Essentially the entire lake is in the littoral zone.  The 0.5m water temperature was 11 
°C.  Air temperature was in the upper 60’s (°F).  The sky was clear.  There was a light breeze 
from the NNE.  We next took a two 10’ vertical plankton net tows.  We rigged the net for a 
horizontal tow, deployed the net the full 100’ length, then paddled toward the south-east 
shore.  We repeated the same process in the north end of the lake.  The contents of all four (4) 
tows were composited and prepared for cross-polar microscopy to search for Dreissenid 
veligers and for eDNA testing for Dreissenid mussels and Eurasian Water Milfoil. 
 
We observed Equisetum at the put-in and intermittently around the shoreline.  Nuphar was  
present in the northwestern part of the lake.  There was a submerged plant near and among 
the Nuphar that looked similar to (and may have been) naiad.  This plant had light green, 
jellyfish like structures that would break free and float on the surface. 
 
Lake Elsina is an unlikely site for an introduction of aquatic invasive species.  It is over 10 water 
miles from Placid Lake, so it is also unlikely that aquatic invasive species, if established in Lake 
Elsina, would find their way to Placid Lake. 
 
Site List 
 

Lake AIS  
Site 

N Latitude 
(DMS) 

W Longitude 
(DMS) 

H 
V 

Length 
 (ft) 

Description 

Elsina (EL) 1 47° 14’ 38.4” 113° 42’ 16.4” V 10 MLD 
Elsina (EL) 2 47° 14’ 36.2” 113° 42’ 12.8” H 100+drag South-mid transect 
Elsina (EL) 3 47° 14’ 41.4” 113° 42’ 14.8” H 100+drag North transect 
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Shoreline vegetation at put-in

 

Close-up of shoreline vegetation

 
Jellyfish-like plant structures

 

Nuphar below the inlet 

 



2015 Lake Elsina 
 

Mouth of the inlet 
 

 

Connector between Lake Elsina and “Upper 
Lake Elsina” 

 
“Upper Lake Elsina” 
 

 

Equisetum and unidentified submerged plant 
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